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THE GENEALOGICALSOCIETY OF UTAH

50 East North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150
United Slates of America

9 December 1980

Cornmi ssioner Eugene Bockman
Department of Records and Information Services
The City of New York
3L Chambers Street
New York, New York 10007

Dear Commissioner Bockman:
:,

When Wayne Morris and I origfndlly met with you in your office in April
1980 we discussed the possibility of microfi'lming some of the early records
in the New York City Municipal Archives which are of interest to the
genealogist. As you will recall, you expressed your interest and
willingness to co.operate with us at that time. Since then I have met with
Idilio-Gracia-Pefra, tn. Director of the Municipal Archives, on a number of
occasions, and we have fairly vrell studied out the collection with a view
to our assisting you with the long-term perservation of the same. |lJe have
also examined your microfilm collection at Iron Mountain to determinte if
it would be possible to simply rnake copies of the fi'lms you already have,
rather than going to the expense of microfilming the same records over
again.

The records we are primarily interested in are:

1. All birth, death and marriage records for all five boroughs from the
very first year they were kept through the year 1915.

?. Bastardy Case files up through 1915.

3. Coroners' Inqu'isitions up through 1915"

4. Minutes of the Health Commission (1798-1803) and Minutes of the Board
of Health (1803-19i5), selecting on]y those portions pertaining to
vital events, if it is possible to separate them. Otherwise we would
be interested in the entire series.

5. Alms House records, se'lecting only those
events up through 1915.

6. Naturalizations up through 1906.

7. Passenger lists up through 1915.

8. Civil lljar En'l i strnents "

portions pertaining to vital
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Pending approva'l from our Board of Directors' we may also

oniaining'lopies of the follorving records'

1. Police Census of New York City for 1890'

2. Selected New York City directories'

3. Land deeds from 1865-1885'

have 'interest in

4. Qther genealogical type records not yet discovered in the Municipal

Archives holdings.

He realize that you may not have a comp'lete series of all of these

materials. Al so',-*. tiv already have i:opigq-of a fel of these items in our

library, but u.iot." i-nspectio-n of our holdings list would be necessary to

determine the ri*.. He ti.rerefore-propose-!hul the Genealogical Society of

Utah obtain copiei of the recordi in the first glgnt record categories

named above wnic[-we'do not a'lready-have--as we]l as any of the latter four

if we are able to commit the fundifor the same at a later date--by one of

the fo1lowing *.inoOi, iatcen in order of the preference shown:

l.Purchaseinprintedformany-oftheit:T:inquestionwhichhavebeen
puntished ancl are available for acquisition'

2. Borrow from the Municipal Archives the negative original of any

microfilms which have already been made oi-ttre records in question.

The Geneatd;;;i So.i"iy of-irtan wil'l , at its own expense: (a) Sh'ip

all said milr.iiftt-trom tlreir curreni location at Iron Mountain or

other ,.potiiory to its own microfilm laboratories in the Granfte

Mountain Records Vault near Salt Lake City, Utah, (b)---Clean with its
Lipsner-Smiin uit.u,sonic microfilm cl eanlr all microfilms received

from the Uuni.ipii-nrinives, (c) Inspect,each roll of film for
density, reloiriion, ita.ity, i1O overhll. filming quality, (d) Print
a djrect duplicate silver nigative of each acceptable rol'1, of microfilm

to be p.r*ulinii,"O.p.iil.d-i; the Granite Mountain Records Vault' (e)

print r.o* lne-oiigi;rat negative one additional copy of.the type to be

selected by the Municipal Aichives to be sent without charge to the

Municipal nriniu.s in i,tew York City t9 use as it sees fit, and tf)
Return ship ii'i'iirrii ieieived from the Municfpal Archives back to the

Director of in. Mrniiipuf Archives when he is ready to receive them'

,rre origina'l documents on 35mm Kodak microfilm, permanently

deposit tne"ii.rt"g.n..ation fi'lm in the Granite l''lountain Records

Vault, and p;i;;, i.fotJilg to archival. quaf ity standardso one second

generation copy of each microfilm' of the type !9.bt.1el11ted by the

Director of-i[i, llunicipal nrctriu.i in Nevr Ybrk City to use as it sees

fit.
In the event that option one is not possible, we would work in accordance

with.option two, and in the-.u.ni-ir]51 option two is not possib'le' we would

work .in accordance with option 
-ihr... pi^ior to fi'lming any records under

option three, it wou'ld be ugr..d that the Director of the Munic'ipa1 "

Archives wou'lO ruuie* a cletijteC tisting of the jtems to be filmed before
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filrning commences for each record category. in the case of either option
two or option three the respective negative of the microfilms to be
retained by the Genealoqical Society of Utah will remain on a permanent
basis in the Granite l4ountain Records Vault, but one or more copies may be
generated for exclusive use within the library system of the Genealogical
Society of Utah. At no time would copies of the microfilms be a'llowed to
be removed from the library facilitjes of the Genealogica'l Society of Utah,
and no additional copies of any of the films wou'ld be made, loaned to or
sold to any third part without the express writ,ten permission of the
Director of the Municipal Archives

As our microfilm camera operator assigned to this project is already in New
York City ready to conmence working, we would appreciate receiving your
answer to the above proposal as soon as possible. if you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (800) 453-3860, extension
2883. I will look forward to hearing from you.

ar

cc: Idil io Gracia-Pefra,"
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December 8, fgBl

Mr. John C. Laing
Records Specialist
North American Acquisitions
The Genealogical Society of Utah
50 East North Temple
Salt Lal'.e City, Utah 84150

Dear Mr. Laing:

This is a belated response to your letter of December g,
1980 proposing that the Genealogicai Society of Utah micro-
film some of the early records in the M.unicipal Archives
which are of interest to the genealogist. Unfortunately, it
was not possible to respond until the Ner.r York City Larv De-
partment had reviewed and commented on your proposal.

However, it is now my pleasure to report that the Law
Department has cormnented affirmatively on your proposal.
Therefore, the Department of Records and Information Services
(DORIS) herewith grants permission to the Genealogical Society
of Utah to microfilm all archival records under its juris-
diction having genealogical value, with the understanding that
the Genealogical Society has agreed to abide by those restric-
tions on use stated in your letter of December 9 as well as
any other ieasonable restrictions placed by DORIS on Lhe
dilsemination of said records

Since nene,- of the records series listed in your letter of
December t have been published, option one is not a practical
possibility. Either option two or option three is acceptable,
pending further discussion. The preferred format for prints
is as follows:

(a) a polyester Dositive copy of microfilm
now stored at the Iron Mountain facility
(as described in your option 2, a cleaned,
then newly printed silver negative).

DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS AND
3'l Chambers Street
New York, N.Y. 10007

EUGENE J. BOCKMAN, Commissioner Tel.: 566-5398

(b) a polyester positive
microfilm which you
holdings of related

j

i

INFORMATION SERVICES

of any new 35 mm.
create from archival
genealogical interest.
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Mr. John C. Laing December 8, 1981

I appreci-ate the patience with which you have
the resoiirtion of this matter, and look forward to
continuation of our mutually beneficial relationsh

:e(

I
^--^: &d.wd l- L

the
in

i'l
'L._ 

/

Commissioner

EJB: ra

cc: Mr. Idilio Gracia-Pefia
Director, Municip4l Archives

Philip Agree, Esq.
Assistant- in-Charge
Affirmative Litigation Division
City of New York Law Department

-Jours trtlT,-- / -\\ 
k.,
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