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2 September 2026 

The Honorable Bradford P. Wilson 
Archivist of the United States 
U.S. National Archives and Records Administration 
700 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20408 
 

Dear Dr. Wilson: 

On behalf of the more than 2,000 members of the Association of Professional Genealogists 
(APG), I welcome you as you begin your tenure as Archivist of the United States. We look 
forward to continuing the open and productive relationship APG has developed with the National 
Archives and Records Administration and Archivists of the past. 

The Archivist holds a unique and powerful position, being responsible for safeguarding the 
documentary record of the federal government and ensuring those records are made available to 
the people whose history they preserve. Your background as a scholar and educator focused on 
American political thought and institutions brings a valuable perspective to the essential 
functions of the National Archives, as well as the challenges it faces as record-keeping 
transitions to digital media.  

You are taking leadership of NARA at a particularly consequential moment. The agency is being 
asked to preserve and provide access to an ever-growing body of physical and electronic records 
while confronting constraints in funding, staffing, facilities, infrastructure, and technology. We 
hope that, as Archivist, you will be a strong advocate for the resources NARA needs to fulfill its 
statutory mission and preserve meaningful public access.  

There are also significant opportunities ahead. The next generation of the National Archives 
Catalog, alongside the digitization of NARA’s microfilm collection, significantly increases 
access to some record sets. As digitization increases, NARA plays an essential role in preserving 
archival context and useful metadata. Previously, APG participated in a trial of expanded options 
for digital certification, and we hope that NARA will re-engage in that effort. Early engagement 
with researchers and other stakeholders can help identify consequences and lead to better 
outcomes. 

As an organization, we are extremely happy with the launch of access to the Alien Registration 
(AR-2) forms through the Electronic Records Division. We hope that the efforts undertaken by 
the Division will be applied to additional record sets and make more documents available to 
researchers in a similar way. The expansion of pay.gov to all regional branches has been a 
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success, and we look forward to an updated eServices portal that will reflect accurate and 
updated holdings.  

APG desires to be a constructive partner in this work. Our members possess extensive practical 
knowledge of NARA's holdings, finding aids, research systems, and public-facing services. We 
use that knowledge to request documents on behalf of clients and introduce members of the 
public to federal records they might otherwise never encounter. We can provide meaningful user 
feedback, participate in testing new research tools and access systems, identify practical barriers 
encountered by researchers, and help NARA communicate with a large and engaged community 
of records users.  

Just as importantly, APG is committed to advocating for the preservation of and access to federal 
records, and the resources NARA requires to accomplish both. APG would be grateful for the 
opportunity to contribute our experience and perspective as you establish your priorities. We 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you and members of your leadership team early in your 
tenure and to introduce you more fully to APG and the professional genealogical community, 
hear your priorities for NARA, and discuss both the challenges facing the agency and ways our 
community can help address them. 

We wish you well as you take on this important responsibility and look forward to working with 
you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Patricia A. Seguine, President 
Association of Professional Genealogists 


